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Region hosts nation’s first Wetland Restoration Institute
The Daniel Boone National Forest was the backdrop
for America’s first Regional Wetland Restoration
Institute. Eastern Kentucky PRIDE was one of the
co-sponsors of the event, which was held Sept. 10-15
in Bath County’s Olympia Springs community.

A diverse group of 27 individuals attended the
week-long institute. They hailed from eight states,
Canada and India. They represented federal and
state agencies, universities, nonprofit organizations
and private companies.

The institute was considered a great success by the
instructors, sponsors and participants. As a result,
planning already is underway for the second annual
Regional Wetland Restoration Institute in 2007.

About wetlands

Wetlands, simply put, are areas saturated by water.
The water saturation creates unique soil and biological conditions, even in wetlands that dry
up seasonally. 

Nationwide, efforts are being made to protect wetlands because of their value to our landscape.
Wetlands absorb floodwater, filter pollutants, and provide plant and wildlife habitat. Because
of their filtration properties, wetlands can be used as natural wastewater treatment systems.

Continued on Page 2

Calendar
Jan. 24 2007 Corps of Engineers

Section 531 Program
applications due 

Jan. 26 PRIDE Club projects due 

Jan. 29 PRIDE Board of Directors
Annual Meeting, PRIDE
Coordinator Training and
Roadside PRIDE Awards
Luncheon, Somerset 

Jan. 31 2006 SuperGrant progress
reports due

Feb. 16 2007 Environmental
Education Grant applica-
tions available

PRIDE Volunteers 
of the Month

September 
Bryan Brown, Johnson County

October 
Murrell and LaVerne Davenport,

Casey County

November 
Charles Denney, Wayne County

December 
Lindsey Wilson College A.C.E.S.,

Adair County

Environmental
Education Projects

of the Month
June 

PRIDE summer camp by Lee County
Middle School

August 
Vegetable garden by Garden Friends
PRIDE Club, Col. Casey Elementary

and Adair County High School

October 
Anti-litter pledge campaign by
Whitley County School District

www.kypride.org
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Eastern Kentucky PRIDE is a
nonprofit organization funded
by federal grants to encourage
and assist individuals, local
governments, schools and others
in 38 counties of southern and
eastern Kentucky to:

1.  Improve water quality.

2.  Clean up illegal dumps and
other solid waste problems.

3.  Promote environmental
education and awareness.

As 2006 draws to a close, I want to say thank you for another suc-
cessful year of PRIDE. I also want to take a moment to remember
two PRIDE Coordinators who passed away this year.

In appreciation

It seems we celebrate a new milestone every year. In 2006, that
moment came when the number of PRIDE volunteers since 1997
surpassed the 200,000 mark. Other indicators of PRIDE’s progress
since 1997 are shown in the table on the right.

These advances in environmental cleanup and education are due
to the vast network of committed individuals who contribute to
the PRIDE initiative daily. I want to express gratitude to everyone
in the PRIDE family, including volunteers, educators, PRIDE
Coordinators, local government officials, business and community
leaders, and state and federal employees. 

In remembrance

Two members of the PRIDE family passed away in 2006. Rodney
Potter, who was the PRIDE Coordinator for the nonprofit
Appalachian Rural Cultural Heritage Education Initiative in Pike
County, lost his battle with cancer Oct. 7. A heart attack took
Jeffrey Thomas, the Casey County Solid Waste and PRIDE
Coordinator, Oct. 30.

On behalf of PRIDE, I
extend condolences to
Rodney and Jeffrey’s
families. They were
extraordinary men
who made significant
contributions to their
communities and our
region. They will be
sorely missed.

PRIDE progress since 1997

Goal: Clean the region's waterways

7,046 Septic systems installed

20,861 Homes served by sewer projects

27,907 Total homes with access to sanitary wastewater treatment

Goal: Remove illegal dumps & clean up solid waste

2,268 Illegal dumps eliminated

106,232 Tons of trash collected

441,074 Bags of trash collected (not included in tons of trash)

34,176 Tons of scrap metal recycled

156,223 Appliances recycled (not included in tons of scrap metal)

881,564 Old tires recovered

Goal: Promote environmental education & awareness

788 Environmental Education Grants awarded

343 Outdoor classrooms built

98 Greenhouses built

57 Nature trails built

42 Wetlands & rain gardens built

32 School recycling projects launched

Goal: Personal responsibility

203,914 Volunteers participated

584,993 Volunteer hours worked

From the director: 2006 was a year of progress and remembrances
By Richard Thomas, PRIDE executive director

Rodney Potter Jeffrey Thomas

Please notify PRIDE of address corrections at 888/577-4339 or PRIDE@centertech.com.
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Counties partner to offer free electronics recycling
Casey, Pulaski and Rockcastle County Fiscal Courts
teamed up in October to offer free electronics recy-
cling to their residents. Eastern Kentucky PRIDE,
Richmond-based Kentucky Recycling and Waste
Management of Somerset were the other sponsors.

The pilot program gave citizens the chance to get rid
of old electronics at no cost to them and in a way
that was friendly to our environment. 

The program netted three tons of electronics for
recycling. The items collected were:

67 computer monitors. 

88 personal computers. 

1,700 pounds of miscellaneous items, including
keyboards, speakers, VCRs and cables.

“This was a pilot program for a regional e-cycling event, which is something we want to encour-
age counties to hold regularly in the future,” said Richard Thomas, PRIDE executive director.
“We appreciate Casey, Pulaski and Rockcastle Counties joining us in this ‘hands-on training.’
We don’t have specific plans for future events, but that’s something to look forward to.”

Continued on Page 2

In the photo above, Steve Hall of FMSM
Engineering (left) and Eddie Park of the USDA

Forest Service opened a water control structure
on an emergent wetland as part of their hands-
on training at the Regional Wetland Restoration

Institute. Photo by Amanda Abnee Gumbert.

The computers in this photo were dropped off
at the Free Electronics Recycling Day at the

Waste Management transfer station in Somerset.
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Two members of the Eastern Kentucky PRIDE staff
now serve on statewide environmental boards.

“We’re very pleased the governor chose Carol Cox and
Karen Deaton for these important commission posts,”
said Richard Thomas, PRIDE executive director. “The
Commonwealth will be well served by these appoint-
ments. In turn, PRIDE will benefit from Carol and
Karen’s involvement in organizations with missions
that parallel our own.”

Carol Cox
Carol Cox, PRIDE grants specialist, is serving on the
State Advisory Committee for the Land and Water
Conservation Fund.   

The advisory committee is made up of 15 gubernatorial
appointees. Gov. Ernie Fletcher announced the latest
appointments in October.

The group is charged with administering the Land and
Water Conservation Fund program, which provides fed-
eral grant funds to protect important natural areas, to
acquire land for outdoor recreation, and to develop or
renovate public outdoor recreation facilities.

PRIDE staff serving on statewide environmental boards
Karen Deaton

Karen Deaton, PRIDE environmental education direc-
tor and Riverwoods executive director, accepted an
appointment to the Kentucky Environmental Quality
Commission, or EQC, until Jan. 1, 2009.

The EQC is a seven-member citizen advisory board.
The commissioners are drawn from all corners of
Kentucky and all walks of life, including industry, aca-
demia, government and the environmental community.

The EQC works to strengthen the public role in solving
environmental problems in our communities and the
state. It was created under state law with a mission to:

Facilitate public discussion and resolution of envi-
ronmental issues,

Monitor environmental trends and conditions, 

Promote partnerships to protect the environment for
future generations, and 

Serve as an advisory board to the governor and other
state officials on environmental matters.

Through the 2006 PRIDE Community Grant Program, 47 grants
totaling $1,106,515 were awarded to counties, cities and non-
profit organizations in southern and eastern Kentucky.

The grant funds will be used primarily to remove illegal dumps
and dispose of trash collected during community cleanup events,
such as the PRIDE Spring Cleanup.

The PRIDE Community Grant program provides up to $50,000
to counties, cities, other public entities and nonprofit organiza-
tions for environmental improvement projects in the region. The
program encourages community and citizen involvement in proj-
ects to promote personal responsibility for the environment.
Recipients must match the grant with a contribution worth at
least 10 percent of the grant amount. 

PRIDE awards $1 million for community cleanup efforts

Carol Cox

$1.7 million was awarded to five cities through the 2006 PRIDE
Wastewater Construction Grants.  

The grants will improve or expand sewer service to 587 homes in
southern and eastern Kentucky. About one-half of these homes
currently rely on malfunctioning septic systems or “straight
pipes,” which send untreated sewage into nearby waterways.

“Public sewer service is the most reliable way to treat waste-
water,” said Congressman Hal Rogers (KY-5), “and I’m sure
homeowners will gain peace of mind when they connect to these
new sewer lines. For the entire community, these projects mean
cleaner waterways and more infrastructure for new businesses.”

The PRIDE Wastewater Construction Grant program pays up to
100 percent of the cost to install new sewer lines. Cities, counties
and public utilities are eligible for the grants. Through this and
other programs, PRIDE has invested $116 million to provide
sanitary wastewater treatment service to 27,000+ homes.

PRIDE announces $1.7 million in sewer grants

Karen Deaton

2006 Wastewater Construction Grants
Award recipient Project description Award

amount

City of Columbia (Adair Co.) Extend sewer lines to 85 homes $345,000

City of Harlan/KCEOC
Community Action
Partnership (Harlan Co.)

Extend sewer lines to 125 homes, a
child development center and an
elementary school

$134,706

City of West Liberty
(Morgan Co.) Extend sewer lines to 200 homes $400,000

City of Williamsburg
(Whitley Co.)

Extend sewer lines to 130 homes and
replace a wastewater treatment
plant at Cumberland Falls State Park

$500,000

City of Campton (Wolfe Co.) Extend sewer lines to 47 homes and
a retirement facility $400,000

“Community Grants have been used to clean up over 2,000 ille-
gal dumps,” said Richard Thomas, PRIDE executive director. “It
was the first PRIDE grant program, and it has made a tremen-
dous impact on our region’s landscape. Since the region-wide
cleanup campaign has progressed so well, PRIDE will begin to
shift more resources toward environmental education. That’s the
key to preventing our past pollution problems from re-occurring.”

Since 1997, PRIDE has invested $24,937,449 in grants to tackle
the region’s solid waste problems. So far, local governments and
nonprofit organizations have used PRIDE grants to clean up
2,268 illegal dumps across the region.

A complete list of grant recipients is available online at
www.kypride.org/newsstory.php.

Once plentiful in Kentucky, most wetlands were drained to make
room for agriculture and development. Of the state’s original 1.5
million acres of  wetlands, only about 300,000 acres remain — an
81% reduction — according to the Association of State Wetland
Managers, Inc.

PRIDE encourages wetlands restoration and construction as part
of its ongoing commitment to improving the region’s water quali-
ty, wastewater treatment options and environmental awareness.
PRIDE funds are available to design and construct wetlands for
a variety of purposes.

About the institute

The Regional Wetland Restoration Institute was designed for
government agencies and nonprofit organizations that want to
initiate and advance a wetland restoration program. It was mod-
eled after Canada’s highly successful Wetland Institute.

During 12-hour days, 16 instructors led hands-on training in
wetland restoration, construction, education and management
projects. Participants gained the skills necessary to effectively
design and restore wetlands across forested and open landscapes.
Their training included constructing two wetlands and visiting
farmers who had drained wetlands.

Financial support (including scholarships) was provided by Eastern
Kentucky PRIDE and Agri-Drain Corporation. The following
organizations provided instructor salaries and logistical support:

About electronics recycling

Electronics contain many materials — such as steel, glass, plastic
and precious metals — that can be re-used or recycled instead of
going to waste in landfills. Recycling electronics also ensures
proper disposal of any hazardous components, such as lead, mer-
cury and hexavalent chromium.

About the pilot program

The idea for a pilot program began at the “Coordinating an E-
Scrap Collection Event Workshop” in Danville, May 19-20.
PRIDE staff and the Solid Waste/PRIDE Coordinators from
Casey, Pulaski and Rockcastle Counties were in attendance.
They saw the value of electronics recycling to local cleanup
efforts and decided to work together to gain first-hand experi-
ence with the process.

Kentucky Recycling was recruited to dispose of the electronics.
Then, drop-off events were scheduled in each county. Electronics
that were accepted were: computers, monitors, computer acces-
sories, printers, scanners, computer game electronic devices, fax
machines, phones, cell phones, radios and other audio equip-
ment, and VCRs. Televisions were not accepted.

Any quantity of approved electronics could be dropped off during
the free events. However, residents were asked to call ahead if
they planned to bring more than a pickup-truck load of material.

Rockcastle County accepted electronics on Saturday, Oct. 7. The
county delivered the items to Kentucky Recycling in Richmond. 

Casey County residents dropped off electronics at the county’s
recycling center for more than a week. The county transferred
the materials to Pulaski County’s drop-off event at the Waste
Management transfer station in Somerset on Saturday, Oct. 14.
Kentucky Recycling was on site in Somerset and transported the
collected items to its facility in Richmond.

Kentucky Recycling erased all hard drives and then refurbished
reusable items and recycled the rest. 

The Center for Rural Development’s Rogers Scholars
Ambassadors volunteered to survey citizens as they dropped of
electronics in Somerset. Lexington-based Lexmark Global
Recycling Program paid for the volunteers’ food, and SouthEast
Telephone of Pikeville donated water for the volunteers.

University of Kentucky Tracy Farmer Center for the
Environment, USDA Forest Service San Dimas Technology and
Development Center, Eastern Kentucky PRIDE, FMSM
Engineers, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources,
USDA Forest Service-Daniel Boone National Forest, Ducks
Unlimited, Inc., USDA Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Agri-Drain Corporation,
Sheltowee Environmental Education Coalition, British Columbia
Ministry of Environment, British Columbia Wildlife Federation,
Copperhead Environmental Consulting, Inc., Association of State
Wetland Managers, and East Kentucky Power Cooperative, Inc.

The first annual Wetlands Restoration Institute class photo is above.

Region hosts nation’s first Wetland Restoration Institute
Continued from Page 1

Counties partner to offer free electronics recycling
Continued from Page 1

In the photo above, volunteers surveyed a citizen about his decision to 
participate in the Free Electronics Recycling Day in Somerset.
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Two members of the Eastern Kentucky PRIDE staff
now serve on statewide environmental boards.

“We’re very pleased the governor chose Carol Cox and
Karen Deaton for these important commission posts,”
said Richard Thomas, PRIDE executive director. “The
Commonwealth will be well served by these appoint-
ments. In turn, PRIDE will benefit from Carol and
Karen’s involvement in organizations with missions
that parallel our own.”

Carol Cox
Carol Cox, PRIDE grants specialist, is serving on the
State Advisory Committee for the Land and Water
Conservation Fund.   

The advisory committee is made up of 15 gubernatorial
appointees. Gov. Ernie Fletcher announced the latest
appointments in October.

The group is charged with administering the Land and
Water Conservation Fund program, which provides fed-
eral grant funds to protect important natural areas, to
acquire land for outdoor recreation, and to develop or
renovate public outdoor recreation facilities.

PRIDE staff serving on statewide environmental boards
Karen Deaton

Karen Deaton, PRIDE environmental education direc-
tor and Riverwoods executive director, accepted an
appointment to the Kentucky Environmental Quality
Commission, or EQC, until Jan. 1, 2009.

The EQC is a seven-member citizen advisory board.
The commissioners are drawn from all corners of
Kentucky and all walks of life, including industry, aca-
demia, government and the environmental community.

The EQC works to strengthen the public role in solving
environmental problems in our communities and the
state. It was created under state law with a mission to:

Facilitate public discussion and resolution of envi-
ronmental issues,

Monitor environmental trends and conditions, 

Promote partnerships to protect the environment for
future generations, and 

Serve as an advisory board to the governor and other
state officials on environmental matters.

Through the 2006 PRIDE Community Grant Program, 47 grants
totaling $1,106,515 were awarded to counties, cities and non-
profit organizations in southern and eastern Kentucky.

The grant funds will be used primarily to remove illegal dumps
and dispose of trash collected during community cleanup events,
such as the PRIDE Spring Cleanup.

The PRIDE Community Grant program provides up to $50,000
to counties, cities, other public entities and nonprofit organiza-
tions for environmental improvement projects in the region. The
program encourages community and citizen involvement in proj-
ects to promote personal responsibility for the environment.
Recipients must match the grant with a contribution worth at
least 10 percent of the grant amount. 

PRIDE awards $1 million for community cleanup efforts

Carol Cox

$1.7 million was awarded to five cities through the 2006 PRIDE
Wastewater Construction Grants.  

The grants will improve or expand sewer service to 587 homes in
southern and eastern Kentucky. About one-half of these homes
currently rely on malfunctioning septic systems or “straight
pipes,” which send untreated sewage into nearby waterways.

“Public sewer service is the most reliable way to treat waste-
water,” said Congressman Hal Rogers (KY-5), “and I’m sure
homeowners will gain peace of mind when they connect to these
new sewer lines. For the entire community, these projects mean
cleaner waterways and more infrastructure for new businesses.”

The PRIDE Wastewater Construction Grant program pays up to
100 percent of the cost to install new sewer lines. Cities, counties
and public utilities are eligible for the grants. Through this and
other programs, PRIDE has invested $116 million to provide
sanitary wastewater treatment service to 27,000+ homes.

PRIDE announces $1.7 million in sewer grants

Karen Deaton

2006 Wastewater Construction Grants
Award recipient Project description Award

amount

City of Columbia (Adair Co.) Extend sewer lines to 85 homes $345,000

City of Harlan/KCEOC
Community Action
Partnership (Harlan Co.)

Extend sewer lines to 125 homes, a
child development center and an
elementary school

$134,706

City of West Liberty
(Morgan Co.) Extend sewer lines to 200 homes $400,000

City of Williamsburg
(Whitley Co.)

Extend sewer lines to 130 homes and
replace a wastewater treatment
plant at Cumberland Falls State Park

$500,000

City of Campton (Wolfe Co.) Extend sewer lines to 47 homes and
a retirement facility $400,000

“Community Grants have been used to clean up over 2,000 ille-
gal dumps,” said Richard Thomas, PRIDE executive director. “It
was the first PRIDE grant program, and it has made a tremen-
dous impact on our region’s landscape. Since the region-wide
cleanup campaign has progressed so well, PRIDE will begin to
shift more resources toward environmental education. That’s the
key to preventing our past pollution problems from re-occurring.”

Since 1997, PRIDE has invested $24,937,449 in grants to tackle
the region’s solid waste problems. So far, local governments and
nonprofit organizations have used PRIDE grants to clean up
2,268 illegal dumps across the region.

A complete list of grant recipients is available online at
www.kypride.org/newsstory.php.

Once plentiful in Kentucky, most wetlands were drained to make
room for agriculture and development. Of the state’s original 1.5
million acres of  wetlands, only about 300,000 acres remain — an
81% reduction — according to the Association of State Wetland
Managers, Inc.

PRIDE encourages wetlands restoration and construction as part
of its ongoing commitment to improving the region’s water quali-
ty, wastewater treatment options and environmental awareness.
PRIDE funds are available to design and construct wetlands for
a variety of purposes.

About the institute

The Regional Wetland Restoration Institute was designed for
government agencies and nonprofit organizations that want to
initiate and advance a wetland restoration program. It was mod-
eled after Canada’s highly successful Wetland Institute.

During 12-hour days, 16 instructors led hands-on training in
wetland restoration, construction, education and management
projects. Participants gained the skills necessary to effectively
design and restore wetlands across forested and open landscapes.
Their training included constructing two wetlands and visiting
farmers who had drained wetlands.

Financial support (including scholarships) was provided by Eastern
Kentucky PRIDE and Agri-Drain Corporation. The following
organizations provided instructor salaries and logistical support:

About electronics recycling

Electronics contain many materials — such as steel, glass, plastic
and precious metals — that can be re-used or recycled instead of
going to waste in landfills. Recycling electronics also ensures
proper disposal of any hazardous components, such as lead, mer-
cury and hexavalent chromium.

About the pilot program

The idea for a pilot program began at the “Coordinating an E-
Scrap Collection Event Workshop” in Danville, May 19-20.
PRIDE staff and the Solid Waste/PRIDE Coordinators from
Casey, Pulaski and Rockcastle Counties were in attendance.
They saw the value of electronics recycling to local cleanup
efforts and decided to work together to gain first-hand experi-
ence with the process.

Kentucky Recycling was recruited to dispose of the electronics.
Then, drop-off events were scheduled in each county. Electronics
that were accepted were: computers, monitors, computer acces-
sories, printers, scanners, computer game electronic devices, fax
machines, phones, cell phones, radios and other audio equip-
ment, and VCRs. Televisions were not accepted.

Any quantity of approved electronics could be dropped off during
the free events. However, residents were asked to call ahead if
they planned to bring more than a pickup-truck load of material.

Rockcastle County accepted electronics on Saturday, Oct. 7. The
county delivered the items to Kentucky Recycling in Richmond. 

Casey County residents dropped off electronics at the county’s
recycling center for more than a week. The county transferred
the materials to Pulaski County’s drop-off event at the Waste
Management transfer station in Somerset on Saturday, Oct. 14.
Kentucky Recycling was on site in Somerset and transported the
collected items to its facility in Richmond.

Kentucky Recycling erased all hard drives and then refurbished
reusable items and recycled the rest. 

The Center for Rural Development’s Rogers Scholars
Ambassadors volunteered to survey citizens as they dropped of
electronics in Somerset. Lexington-based Lexmark Global
Recycling Program paid for the volunteers’ food, and SouthEast
Telephone of Pikeville donated water for the volunteers.

University of Kentucky Tracy Farmer Center for the
Environment, USDA Forest Service San Dimas Technology and
Development Center, Eastern Kentucky PRIDE, FMSM
Engineers, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources,
USDA Forest Service-Daniel Boone National Forest, Ducks
Unlimited, Inc., USDA Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Agri-Drain Corporation,
Sheltowee Environmental Education Coalition, British Columbia
Ministry of Environment, British Columbia Wildlife Federation,
Copperhead Environmental Consulting, Inc., Association of State
Wetland Managers, and East Kentucky Power Cooperative, Inc.

The first annual Wetlands Restoration Institute class photo is above.

Region hosts nation’s first Wetland Restoration Institute
Continued from Page 1

Counties partner to offer free electronics recycling
Continued from Page 1

In the photo above, volunteers surveyed a citizen about his decision to 
participate in the Free Electronics Recycling Day in Somerset.
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Region hosts nation’s first Wetland Restoration Institute
The Daniel Boone National Forest was the backdrop
for America’s first Regional Wetland Restoration
Institute. Eastern Kentucky PRIDE was one of the
co-sponsors of the event, which was held Sept. 10-15
in Bath County’s Olympia Springs community.

A diverse group of 27 individuals attended the
week-long institute. They hailed from eight states,
Canada and India. They represented federal and
state agencies, universities, nonprofit organizations
and private companies.

The institute was considered a great success by the
instructors, sponsors and participants. As a result,
planning already is underway for the second annual
Regional Wetland Restoration Institute in 2007.

About wetlands

Wetlands, simply put, are areas saturated by water.
The water saturation creates unique soil and biological conditions, even in wetlands that dry
up seasonally. 

Nationwide, efforts are being made to protect wetlands because of their value to our landscape.
Wetlands absorb floodwater, filter pollutants, and provide plant and wildlife habitat. Because
of their filtration properties, wetlands can be used as natural wastewater treatment systems.
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Eastern Kentucky PRIDE is a
nonprofit organization funded
by federal grants to encourage
and assist individuals, local
governments, schools and others
in 38 counties of southern and
eastern Kentucky to:

1.  Improve water quality.

2.  Clean up illegal dumps and
other solid waste problems.

3.  Promote environmental
education and awareness.

As 2006 draws to a close, I want to say thank you for another suc-
cessful year of PRIDE. I also want to take a moment to remember
two PRIDE Coordinators who passed away this year.

In appreciation

It seems we celebrate a new milestone every year. In 2006, that
moment came when the number of PRIDE volunteers since 1997
surpassed the 200,000 mark. Other indicators of PRIDE’s progress
since 1997 are shown in the table on the right.

These advances in environmental cleanup and education are due
to the vast network of committed individuals who contribute to
the PRIDE initiative daily. I want to express gratitude to everyone
in the PRIDE family, including volunteers, educators, PRIDE
Coordinators, local government officials, business and community
leaders, and state and federal employees. 

In remembrance

Two members of the PRIDE family passed away in 2006. Rodney
Potter, who was the PRIDE Coordinator for the nonprofit
Appalachian Rural Cultural Heritage Education Initiative in Pike
County, lost his battle with cancer Oct. 7. A heart attack took
Jeffrey Thomas, the Casey County Solid Waste and PRIDE
Coordinator, Oct. 30.

On behalf of PRIDE, I
extend condolences to
Rodney and Jeffrey’s
families. They were
extraordinary men
who made significant
contributions to their
communities and our
region. They will be
sorely missed.

PRIDE progress since 1997

Goal: Clean the region's waterways

7,046 Septic systems installed

20,861 Homes served by sewer projects

27,907 Total homes with access to sanitary wastewater treatment

Goal: Remove illegal dumps & clean up solid waste

2,268 Illegal dumps eliminated

106,232 Tons of trash collected

441,074 Bags of trash collected (not included in tons of trash)

34,176 Tons of scrap metal recycled

156,223 Appliances recycled (not included in tons of scrap metal)

881,564 Old tires recovered

Goal: Promote environmental education & awareness

788 Environmental Education Grants awarded

343 Outdoor classrooms built

98 Greenhouses built

57 Nature trails built

42 Wetlands & rain gardens built

32 School recycling projects launched

Goal: Personal responsibility

203,914 Volunteers participated

584,993 Volunteer hours worked

From the director: 2006 was a year of progress and remembrances
By Richard Thomas, PRIDE executive director
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Counties partner to offer free electronics recycling
Casey, Pulaski and Rockcastle County Fiscal Courts
teamed up in October to offer free electronics recy-
cling to their residents. Eastern Kentucky PRIDE,
Richmond-based Kentucky Recycling and Waste
Management of Somerset were the other sponsors.

The pilot program gave citizens the chance to get rid
of old electronics at no cost to them and in a way
that was friendly to our environment. 

The program netted three tons of electronics for
recycling. The items collected were:

67 computer monitors. 

88 personal computers. 

1,700 pounds of miscellaneous items, including
keyboards, speakers, VCRs and cables.

“This was a pilot program for a regional e-cycling event, which is something we want to encour-
age counties to hold regularly in the future,” said Richard Thomas, PRIDE executive director.
“We appreciate Casey, Pulaski and Rockcastle Counties joining us in this ‘hands-on training.’
We don’t have specific plans for future events, but that’s something to look forward to.”

Continued on Page 2

In the photo above, Steve Hall of FMSM
Engineering (left) and Eddie Park of the USDA

Forest Service opened a water control structure
on an emergent wetland as part of their hands-
on training at the Regional Wetland Restoration

Institute. Photo by Amanda Abnee Gumbert.

The computers in this photo were dropped off
at the Free Electronics Recycling Day at the

Waste Management transfer station in Somerset.




