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Calendar

PRIDE Wastewater
Construction Grant
applications due

Sept. 1

Sept. 10-15 Regional Wetland Restora-
tion Institute, Olympia Springs

Sept. 15 Roadside PRIDE scheduling

report forms due

Sept. 29 2005 PRIDE Community

Grants expire

October Roadside PRIDE Month

Oct. 14  E-Scrap Recycling Pilot

Project, Somerset

Oct. 27 2006 PRIDE SuperGrant

progress reports due

Oct. 30 2005 PRIDE Community
Grant final reports and re-

imbursement requests due

PRIDE Volunteers
of the Month

May
Valorie Ousley,
Morehead State University

June
James E. Taylor,
Friends of Big South Fork

July
Bond Pentecostal Holiness Church,
Jackson County

August
Greg and Suzie Razmus, Corbin

Environmental
Education Projects
of the Month

May
Recycled art show by the
God’s World PRIDE Club, Campbellsville
Child Development Center

www.kypride.org
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PRIDE volunteers top 200,000

More than 200,000 southern and eastern
Kentuckians have volunteered in the region’s
PRIDE initiative for environmental cleanup
and education. The announcement was made
July 10, 2006, by Congressman Harold “Hal”
Rogers (KY-5), PRIDE co-founder, at a press
conference in London.

“The PRIDE initiative will sink or swim
depending on whether or not each of us takes
a personal claim on making our region a clean-
er, healthier place to live,” Rogers said. “I am
really proud of the way individuals and com-
munities have banded together to tackle the
mountains of garbage that litter our beautiful
land and waterways. Thanks to the blood,
sweat and tears of more than 200,000 volun-
teers, our region is getting cleaner. There is
still much to do, but there is no question that
we are taking remarkable strides forward.”

In the photo above, Congressman Hal Rogers and
Kelsey Marie Halcomb presented West Knox
Elementary School’s Spring Cleanup Award to
teacher Jenny lley and her daughter, Zoe.

Rogers said that the following progress has

been made in improving the 38-county region’s

environment since PRIDE began in 1997:

e 203,914 volunteers have worked 584,993 hours picking up trash and helping with environ-
mental education projects in local schools.

e 2,268 illegal dumps have been cleaned by volunteers and local governments.

e 441,074 bags of trash and 106,232 tons of trash have been removed from illegal dumps,
waterways and roadsides.

e 881,564 old tires and 156,223 scrapped appliances have been collected for proper disposal.

The information presented by Rogers was PRIDE’s annual report on volunteerism and solid
waste collection, which included data submitted to PRIDE as of June 30, 2006. The data was
submitted by local PRIDE Coordinators and recipients of PRIDE grants for cleanup and edu-
cation projects. PRIDE Coordinators are volunteers appointed by county judge/executives and
mayors to organize PRIDE cleanup activities in their communities.

PRIDE Spring Cleanup Awards

Rogers also recognized the city, county, school and nonprofit organization with the greatest
volunteer participation in the 2006 PRIDE Spring Cleanup, which took place April 8-22.

The winners were the City of Mt. Vernon, Laurel County, West Knox Elementary School and
Tri-Cities Heritage Development Corporation (Harlan County). Trophies were presented to:

e Mt. Vernon Mayor Clarice R. Kirby.

e Laurel County Judge-Executive Lawrence Kuhl and PRIDE Coordinator Jim Ed McDaniel.
e West Knox Elementary School teacher Jenny Iley.

e Tri-Cities PRIDE Coordinator Christi Lewis-Yercine.

Helping Rogers present awards was Kelsey Marie Holcomb, Miss Redbud Trails 2006. She
represented Tour Southern and Eastern Kentucky, a nonprofit organization that promotes
tourism in the region. A partner in the PRIDE Spring Cleanup, the group identified tourist
areas to be cleaned by volunteers and donated redbud trees to be planted at cleanup sites.

PRIDE is funded by a grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.



Back to school with new PRIDE Environmental Education Outreach Program

As a new school year begins, students and teachers
can look forward to a new PRIDE program. The
PRIDE Environmental Education Outreach Program
will be introduced this fall and developed throughout
the school year.

Teachers will receive even greater PRIDE support
and resources for their environmental education
efforts. Students can expect more fun lessons by
guest educators.

Purpose

Brenda Sears

The outreach program is the latest advance in
PRIDE’s ongoing expansion of its environmental edu-
cation campaign. With an eye to the future, PRIDE has been
diversifying the ways it promotes environmental awareness and
appreciation.

“The outreach program will strengthen the PRIDE presence in
classrooms, with the goal of exposing every student in the region
to the fundamentals of good stewardship,” said Karen Deaton,
who is the environmental education director for PRIDE and exec-
utive director of Riverwoods, the future PRIDE Environmental
Education Center.

Curriculum

The outreach program will give the region’s schools access to
environmental education curriculum that follows Kentucky
Education Reform Act (KERA) guidelines. Curriculum will be
available for grades K-12, as well as adult classes.

The hands-on and inquiry-based lessons will be designed to hold
students’ interest. They will cover the proper disposal of solid
waste, importance of good water quality and significance of wet-
lands. To broaden students’ understanding and appreciation of
nature, the lessons will address a variety of subject areas,
including biology, botany, chemistry and the arts.

Liaisons

The PRIDE curriculum will be delivered to classrooms by a net-
work of nontraditional environmental educators, who will be
known as PRIDE environmental education liaisons.

“Our goal is to have at least one liaison in each of our 38 coun-
ties,” Deaton said. “At the moment, liaisons are in place in 26
counties, and we will begin recruiting liaisons for the remaining
counties this fall.”

Most of the current liaisons gained experience in hands-on envi-
ronmental education from their previous positions with Saving
Appalachian Resources, Inc.

The liaisons will be available to all schools — public and private
— in the counties they serve. They will spend most of their time
working directly with teachers and students.

The liaisons’ tasks will include:

o Promote overall environmental stewardship.

e Develop and present environmental education-related, KERA-
based lessons that meet the needs of individual teachers and
schools.

e Promote PRIDE environmental education grants and provide
assistance in completing grant applications.

| o Assist in establishing PRIDE Clubs in schools.

e Continue to develop the skills necessary to work
successfully with schools administrators and class-
room educators.

Coordinator: Brenda Sears

PRIDE has contracted with a retired teacher to
administer the outreach program under Deaton’s
direction.

Brenda Sears began as the environmental outreach
liaison coordinator in July. In May, she retired from
a 28-year teaching career, most recently having
taught first grade at Southern Elementary School in Pulaski
County. Sears earned her Bachelor’s degree at the University of
Louisville, Master’s from the University of Kentucky and Rank I
from Eastern Kentucky University.

“I am looking forward to working closely with the liaisons to lend
guidance and support as the region’s children and adults learn
and share environmental responsibility,” Sears said. “I am very
excited to be involved in the worthwhile efforts of the PRIDE
staff, liaisons, schools, conservation districts and communities
that support and value the PRIDE mission.”

For more information about the PRIDE Environmental
Education Outreach Program, please contact Sears at
bsears@centertech.com or 888/205-7378.

NEW PRIDE MASCOT — Central Elementary School (Johnson County) won a
contest among the region’s PRIDE Clubs to identify a mascot to help PRIDE
raise awareness of Kentucky’s threatened and endangered species. The
Central Elementary PRIDE Club recommended the mascot be a bald eagle, a
species that will soon be removed from the nation’s endangered species list
because efforts to protect its habitat have been so successful. The club
named the mascot Hal, which stands for “Helping Attain Life.”

During the Envi Awards on May 8, Congressman Hal Rogers presented an
award — a framed print of the new mascot as illustrated by Kirby Stephens
Design, Inc. — to teachers Katie Woody and Anita Colvin and students
Kristen Taylor and Ariana Doderer. In the photo above, participants in the
award presentation applauded the PRIDE Club members in the audience. In
the background are PRIDE mascots J. Waterford and Hal.

Along with water expert Meg Mayfly, J. Waterford and Hal make up
PRIDE’s Environmental Discovery Unit, or “EDU Crew.” Learn more about
the EDU Crew at www.kypride.org/kids.
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Volunteers converge on Pulaski County cave to restore bat habitat

Volunteers from Kentucky and beyond have joined forces
to begin the long process of restoring the habitat of a
threatened species. This unique project is being support-
ed by a PRIDE Community Grant.

The cave

The Saltpeter Pit in Pulaski County got its name from its
use as a saltpeter mine during the War of 1812. A few
relics from this period are still in the 1,870-feet-long cave.

“Mount Trashmore,” the cave’s nickname among spelunk-
ers, derives from the mound of trash piled in its entrance.

The cave’s entrance is a funnel-shaped drain with steep
sides. It is 14 feet wide and 83 feet deep. At its base sits a {58
dump that is 43 feet tall. Composed mainly of household
garbage and appliances, the dump has been accumulating
for decades. Beyond the entrance, one of the cave’s three
passages is choked with trash.
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In the photo above, the winch system raised the first load of trash from the Saltpeter

The bat

In November 2005, Bat Conservation International (BCI) discov-
ered a colony of 500 to 600 Rafinesque’s big-eared bats inside the
Saltpeter Pit. It is the largest known colony in Kentucky and one
of the largest in the world.

This species of bat is listed as endangered, threatened or of con-
cern in the states where it lives. The bats are rare because there
are fewer caves, rock shelters, tree cavities and similar areas
where they can roost and hibernate. Restoring this habitat will
help the species.

The project

BCI contacted the American Cave Conservation Association
(ACCA) about the need to clean out the Saltpeter Pit. The ACCA
— a nonprofit organization based in Horse Cave, Kentucky —
launched the Saltpeter Pit Restoration Project in July 2006.

The goal of the project is to remove the garbage and construct a
fence around the pit to prevent future dumping.

Pit. Photo by Jerry Fant and Ben Kim, American Cave Conservation Association, 2006.

To remove the dump, the ACCA, BCI and National Speleological
Society recruited 35 volunteers from Kentucky and five neighbor-
ing states. Those who descended into the cave were experienced
with rope climbing and vertical caving.

The first week was spent building a temporary winch system to
safely move people and garbage out of the pit.

In the second week, volunteers began chipping away the debris
and hoisting it from the cave. About 70 cubic yards of trash were
removed, and the dump shrank by about eight feet in height.

The ACCA plans to bring in volunteers again over a weekend
before October, when the bat colony will begin hibernation until
May. The project will be finished next summer.

The ACCA received a $4,623 PRIDE Community Grant for the

winch system and tipping fees, as well as a $10,000 grant from
the Beneficia Foundation. Waste Management, Inc., will charge
nothing for the first five dumpsters of trash.

PRIDE awards $500,000 for environmental education

In July, PRIDE awarded more than half a million dollars
through the 2006 PRIDE Environmental Education Grant
Program. A total of $502,922 was awarded to schools and non-
profit organizations for hands-on learning projects that will ben-
efit more than 57,000 students across southern and eastern
Kentucky during the upcoming school year.

The one-year grants are valued at up to $5,000 each. They are
used for a variety of projects that help young people understand
the importance of a clean environment, personal responsibility
and community pride. Grant recipients must match the grants
with a monetary or in-kind contributions worth 25 percent of the
grant amount.

Since 1997, PRIDE has invested $3,350,963 in environmental
education grants. They have been used to begin 32 school-wide
recycling projects and build 343 outdoor classrooms, 98 green-
houses, and 57 nature trails.

A complete list of grant awards is available at www.kypride.org.

Environmental Education Grant to
o present a unique water quality lesson
to third and fourth-grade students
from Breathitt, Knott, Leslie and
Perry Counties. In August, 1,250 stu-
dents will participate in the “Space-
Kidette Rescue” simulation exercise
at the Challenger Center. As they
help an animated fish named Dacey
travel safely down the Kentucky
River, they will learn about water
pollution and conservation. They will
take home simple water testing Kits.

The Challenger Learning Center of
’ Hazard and Valley Educational
Cooperative will share a $5,000 PRIDE

In the photo above, Karen Deaton presented a grant training certificate to
Tom Cravens of the Challenger Center. The Challenger Center also received
a separate $5,000 grant to provide an energy workshop for teachers.
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Telling the story of PRIDE

The PRIDE initiative will celebrate its 10th anniversary
in 2007. Planning is under way to commemorate this
milestone in a manner befitting the historic
PRIDE initiative.

The first step will be compiling an oral history of
PRIDE. The goal of the project, which begins this
fall, is to portray the need for PRIDE when the ini-
tiative began in 1997, the progress made since then
and the work to be done in the future.

Story of PRIDE

“We want to collect the stories behind the statistics that we typi-

cally use to report PRIDE’s progress,” said Richard Thomas,
executive director. “We know 2,286 dumps have been cleaned,
but how has that changed the lives of people who lived near
those dump sites? Congressman [Hal] Rogers often recounts
meeting a man who was volunteering with his granddaughter to
clean up a dump that he used when he was her age. Stories like
this, capturing the spirit of PRIDE, are what we're after.”

The oral history project will collect stories about PRIDE from the
citizens, local officials and students who have contributed to or
benefited from the initiative. These stories will be sources for a

commemorative video and book, which will be produced next year.

A summary of the initiative’s development will be published for
communities across the country that want to follow the PRIDE
model. Other uses for the research will be identified as the proj-
ect develops.

PRIDE Clubs

“An oral history project has tremendous educational value, so
PRIDE Clubs will play an important role,” Thomas said. “As
they interview people, students will discover what our environ-
ment used to look like and why we had to begin changing the
way we think about stewardship. Perhaps they can share what
they’ve learned through PRIDE with the people they interview.”

By September, PRIDE Clubs will receive information
about the oral history project. Their roles will vary by

grade level. The most mature students will make

audio, and possibly video, recordings of their inter-
views with community leaders and citizens. Younger
students will interview their family members and
neighbors and capture what they learned through
writing or artwork.

Project director: Dale Johnson

PRIDE has contracted with folklorist Dale Johnson to guide
the oral history project. He will visit all counties in the PRIDE
service area during the course of the project. To begin, he will
train and assist PRIDE Club sponsors to lead their students’
research. He also will conduct his own interviews, compile all the
oral histories and prepare a summary of the project.

“If you have been involved in the PRIDE initiative, then don't be
surprised if you get a call from Dale Johnson or your local
PRIDE Club,” Thomas said. “We shared our database with Dale
so he can begin identifying appropriate people to be interviewed
in every county. I am sure that everyone will be impressed by
Dale’s enthusiasm for this project and the skills he brings to it.”

Johnson has led oral history projects in several states, including
a cultural heritage tourism project about eastern Kentucky’s
Country Music Highway. Important to the PRIDE project,
Johnson has experience guiding students in discovering and
recording their local heritage. He earned a Bachelor’s degree in
Cultural Anthropology and Master’s in Folk Studies from
Western Kentucky University. Johnson lives in Blackey in
Letcher County and worked for the Knott County School System
last year.

For more information

For more information about the oral history project, contact
Cindy Lackey, PRIDE communications director, at clackey@cen-
tertech.com or 888/577-4339.

Please notify PRIDE of address corrections at 888/577-4339 or PRIDE@centertech.com.

Eastern Kentucky PRIDE

The Center for Rural Development
2292 S. Hwy. 27

Somerset, KY 42501

Eastern Kentucky PRIDE is a nonprofit
organization funded by federal grants to
encourage and assist individuals, local
governments, schools and others in 38 counties
of southern and eastern Kentucky to:

1. Improve water quality.

2. Clean up illegal dumps and other solid
waste problems.

3. Promote environmental education and
awareness.
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